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Frequently Asked Questions 

Short-Term Initiatives 2010
Application

Q:  When is the deadline for trip applications? 
A:  All applications for summer trips are due on Sunday, January 25th.  (Please contact the Team Leader if the dates of the trip are in the Spring or Fall of 2010).
Q:  When will I know that I have been accepted to participate? 
A:  Once you have turned in a completed application and you have met your Team Leader, you will be notified that you are a member of the team.  For some teams, applicants will be interviewed by their Team Leader and/or Global Ministries staff member.  You will receive an e-mail informing you of the first team meeting, your presence at that and all future team meetings is confirmation that you are a member of the team.

Finances

Q:  How strict are the financial deadlines? 
A:  All financial deadlines are set for specific reasons.  If you fail to meet a deadline, your Team Leader will meet with you to determine a plan.  If you miss two consecutive financial deadlines, your Team Leader will schedule a meeting for you with a Global Ministries staff member.  

Q:  If I don’t have 100% of my funds, can I still go on a trip?
A:  You must raise 100% of the trip cost before departure in order to participate on the trip.

Q:  Are any of my funds refundable? 
A:  Since all funds given represent a gift to New Life Global Ministries, no refunds are available.  If a participant raises funds and then drops from the team, for any reason, those funds minus any expenses already incurred will be designated for that team.

Q:  How is the trip cost determined?
A:  The trip cost is a summation of data gathered from on-field contacts, previous trip budgets, standard or fixed costs and estimated costs such as airfare.  The trip cost is inclusive of items such as airfare, visa(s), lodging, meals, transportation, travel insurance, and a gift for the contact(s).  The trip cost does not include, and each participant is responsible for such items as vaccines, luggage, souvenirs, and ministry supplies.
Q:  Will New Life help me fundraise?
A:  As a team, you will participate in fund-raisers such as garage sales, etc.  Because each participant is expected to raise/pay for the total trip cost, most often these fundraising events have the goal of purchasing ministry supplies.  Your Team Leader(s) will provide you with ideas for fundraising.
Team 
Q:  What is the difference between a “church-wide” trip and a “family” trip? 
A:  A “church-wide” trip is open to anyone and all ages.  A “family” trip will have an itinerary designed for the families to do ministry together and will take into account the needs and pace of the families who participate.  Family trips are limited to those with one or more family member applying for the same team.

Q:  How do I get placed on a team? 
A:  Fill out and turn in a completed application to the Global Ministries office in the World Prayer Center.  You will be contacted by the Team Leader with further instructions.

Q:  What kind of experience do my team leaders have? 
A:  All Global Ministries Team Leaders have previous international ministry experience and have been hand selected to lead that specific trip.

Q:  How big will my team be?
A:  Team size is determined by type of ministry and location.  A typical team is generally 10 to 12 members, unless the destination and contacts limit the size of the team.

Q:  What is the pre-trip time commitment? How often will I need to attend mandatory team meetings?
A:  By participating on a Global Ministries Short-term Initiative you are making a statement that you are willing and able to be active in sharing your faith in Jesus Christ, representing New Life Church in another country.  We believe that this requires commitment and training.  A typical team will meet twice a month and will collectively participate in ministry training and team training sessions.
Q:  Will there be ministry training and team training sessions?
A:  Mandatory ministry training sessions will take place on Saturday, February 6th from 9AM – Noon and Saturday, April 3rd from 9AM – Noon at New Life Church.  These are mandatory ministry training dates for all participants.  Also, each team will have a team training session during a time determined by your Team Leader.  These trainings include spiritual preparation, ministry activities and cultural adjustment. 
Q:  Where will I find out essential info about missionary contacts, ministry, the country and culture, packing lists, lodging accommodations, what foods we will eat, vaccines etc.? 
A:  Your team leaders will have regularly scheduled meetings with the Global Ministries department during which they will receive all pertinent and up-to-date information relating to the logistics of the trip.  In some cases, your Team Leader will be in direct contact with the in-country contact.  As a rule, you will receive most of the ministry details of your trip when you arrive in your country of destination.

Q:  My friend wants to join a team, but lives out of town. Can they still come?
A:  All applicants living outside of Colorado Springs will have a separate set of guidelines and financial deadlines and will not be accepted onto a team without a phone interview with a Global Ministries staff member.

Q:  I go to another church, can I still join a team? 
A:  We welcome members from other churches within Colorado Springs to join a New Life team.
Other
Q:  I would love to lead a team to a country not on the current list, what do I do?
A:  Complete a “Trip Proposal” and turn it in to the Global Ministries office.  The proposal will be reviewed and you will be contacted by a staff member to discuss the possibilities of adding that trip to the list.

Q:  Can my child go on a trip without me? Are there age limits?
A:  We encourage 6th graders through 12th graders whose parents are not participating, to join a _tag trip.  There are no age limits for children whose parents are participating on a family trip.

Q:  Can I take advantage of the flight and add a vacation to my trip? 
A:  All team members must depart from either DIA or COS airport on the same flight itinerary.  If a team member plans on staying overseas following the missions trip, they must sign a memorandum of understanding after meeting with a Global Ministries staff member.  (All plane tickets will be purchased with the standard itinerary and the team member will be responsible for any cost incurred for altering the itinerary).
